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Toward the Understanding of the Scriptures 


The following list was prepared by the Department of 
the English Bible, Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, Room 1801, 257 Fourth Ave- 
nue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Resources for Bible Study 
The Bible Today: Its Languages, Archaeology, Manu- 
scripts, Translations and Editions; Its Contributions to 
Religion, Music, Literature and the Common Life, Dis- 
cussed by 28 Authorities. Harper & Brothers, 49 East 
33 St., New York, 1955. $5.00. 


Everyday Life in New Testament Times. By A. C. Bou- 
quet. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 597 Fifth Ave., New 
York, 1954. $3.50. 

The Interpreter's Bible. Edited by George A. Buttrick. 
Abingdon Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn., 1951. 
$8.75 per volume. (In addition to exegesis and exposi- 
tion—with King James Version and Revised Standard 
Version texts in parallel columns—the introductory 
articles in Vol. I for the Old Testament and Vol. VII 
for the New Testament are especially valuable. ) 

Cradle of Our Faith, A Pictorial Journey Through the 
Holy Land. By John C. Trever. Newsfoto Publishing 
Co., San Angelo, Texas, 1954. $3.75. 

Twentieth Century Bible Commentary. Edited by G. H. 
Davies, Alan Richardson, and Charles L. Wallis. Har- 
per & Brothers, 49 East 33 St., New York, 1955. $6.95. 

Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible. Edited by 
George Ernest Wright and Floyd V. Filson, with In- 
troduction by William Foxwell Albright. Westminster 
Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 1945. 
Revised, October, 1956. $7.50. 


Discovering the Bible’s Significance 

Rediscovering the Bible. By Bernhard W. Anderson. As- 
sociation Press, 291 Broadway, New York, 1951. $3.50. 

Biblical Authority for Today, A World Council of 
Churches’ Symposium on the Biblical Authority for the 
Church’s Social and Political Message Today. Edited 
by Alan Richardson and Wolfgang Schweitzer. West- 
minster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa.. 
1951. $4,00. 

The Study of the Bible. By E. C. Colwell. University of 
Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis Ave., Chicago, Ill., 1937. 
$2.00. 

How to Read the Bible. By Edgar J. Goodspeed. John 
C. Winston Company, Philadelphia, Pa., 1946. $2.00. 


Toward Understanding the Bible. By Georgia Harkness. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 597 Fifth Ave., New York, 
1954. $2.50. 

How to Read the Bible. By J. P. Love. Macmillan Com- 
pany, 60 Fifth Ave., New York, 1940. $2.75. 

The Rediscovery of the Bible. By William Neil. Harper 
and Brothers, 49 East 33 St., New York, 1955. $3.00. 
Reading the Bible Today. By Daniel T. Niles. Association 

Press, 291 Broadway, New York, 1955. $1.25. 
A Preface to Bible Study. By Alan Richardson. West- 


minster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 
1944. $1.50. 


The Unity of the Bible. By H. H. Rowley. Westminster 
Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 1955. 
$3.50. 

Right and Wrong Ways to Use the Bible. By J. Carter 
Swaim. Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1953. $2.50. 

Do You Understand the Bible? By J. Carter Swaim. 
Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., 1954. $2.50. 

Leaflet 


“A Fresh Approach to Bible Reading.” By John C. 
Trever. In /nternational Journal of Religious Educa- 
tion, November, 1950. Reprints available from Office 
of Publication and Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, 120 East 23 St., New York. 


How the Bible Has Come Down to Us 

The Dead Sea Scrolls. By Millar Burrows. Viking Press, 
18 East 48 St., New York, 1955. $6.50. 

The Qumran Community. By Charles T. Fritsch. Mac- 
millan Company, 60 Fifth Ave., New York, 1956. $3.25. 

How Came the Bible. By Edgar J. Goodspeed. Abingdon 
Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn., 1940. $1.50. 
Suggested for leadership course on the subject. 

How the Bible Came to Us—Its Texts and Versions. By 
H. G. G. Herklots. Oxford University Press, 114 Fifth 
Ave., New York, 1954. $3.50. 

The Story of the Bible. Rev. ed. by Sir Frederick Ken- 
yon. E, P. Dutton and Company, 300 Fourth Ave., 
New York, 1947. $2.00. 

Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts. By Sir Frederick 
Kenyon. Harper and Brothers, 49 East 33 St., New 
York, 1941. $3.50. (For advanced study.) 
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Leaflet 


“Preservation of the Bible Text.” By John C. Trever. 
In /nternational Journal of Religious Education, Feb- 
ruary, 1953. Reprints available from Office of Publi- 
cation and Distribution, National Council of Churches, 


120 East 23 St., New York. 


Archaeology and the Bible 


Archaeology of Palestine and the Bible. By William F. 
Albright. Fleming H. Revell Company, 316 Third Ave., 
Westwood, N. J., 1953. Pelican Series, 65 cents. 

What Mean These Stones? By Millar Burrows. Ameri- 
can Schools of Oriental Research, Drawer 93A, Yale 
Station, New Haven, Conn., 1941. Lithoprinted edi- 
tion, $1.50. 

Light from the Ancient Past. By Jack Finegan. Prince- 
ton University Press, Princeton, N. J., 1946. $7.50. 


The Biblical Archaeologist, a popular quarterly published 
by the American Schools of Oriental Research, Drawer 
93A, Yale Station, New Haven, Conn. $1.00 a year; 
current single copies 25 cents each. Back numbers avail- 
able at $1.35 a year; single copies 35 cents each. 


Problems of Bible Translation 


A New Testament Wordbook. By William Barclay. Stu- 
dent Christian Movement Book Club, 81 West Van 
Buren St., Chicago 5, Ill., 1955. $1.75. A study of the 
significance of some forty words from the Greek Testa- 
ment, with occasional reference to the way they are 
translated in the Revised Standard Version, 

Problems of New Testament Translation. By Edgar J. 
Goodspeed. University of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis 
Ave., Chicago, IIl., 1946. $2.50. 

Trials of a Translator. By Ronald Knox. Sheed and 
Ward, 840 Broadway, New York, 1949. $2.00. 

God’s Word in Man’s Language. By Eugene A. Nida. 
Harper and Brothers, 49 East 33 St., New York, 1952. 
$2.50. 


Principles and Problems of Biblical Translation. By W. 
Schwarz. Foreword by C. H. Dodd. Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 32 East 57 St., New York, 1955. $4.75. 
A learned discussion of “some Reformation controver- 
sies and their background,” with reference to the prob- 
lem of “making the Biblical writings accessible in the 
vernacular to the mind of this generation.” 

The Shrine of a People’s Soul. By Edwin W. Smith. 
Friendship Press, 257 Fourth Ave., New York, 1947. 
50 cents paper edition ; $1.50 cloth edition. 

Great is the Company. By Violet Wood. Friendship 
Press, 257 Fourth Ave., New York, 1953. $1.25 paper 
edition ; $2.50 cloth edition. (Leader’s Guide, 1954, by 
Kenneth I. Morse. 50 cents.) 


History of the English Versions 


What is the Best New Testament? By Ernest Cadman 
Colwell. University of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis Ave., 
Chicago, Ill., 1952. $3.00. An examination of 17 trans- 
lations leads to the conclusion that “The King James 
Version is undoubtedly the most inaccurate English 
New Testament in common use today.” 

The English Bible. By John Eadie. Macmillan Company, 
60 Fifth Ave., New York. 1876. Out of print. 


Our English Bible in the Making. By Herbert G. May. 


Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., 1952. $2.75. 

Preface to King James Version, “The Translators to the 
Reader.” Edited by Edgar J. Goodspeed. University 
of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis Ave., Chicago, IIl., 1935. 
Out of print. (Valuable for understanding background 
of King James Version.) 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible. By 1. M. Price. Rev. 
ed. by William A. Irwin and Allen P. Wikgren, Har- 
ae Brothers, 49 East 33 St., New York, 1956. 

The English New Testament from Tyndale to the Revised 
Standard Version. By Luther A. Weigle. Abingdon 
Press, 1949, (Out of print. A few copies available from 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, 19 East 47 St., New York. 
$2.00) 

A General View of the History of the English Bible. By 
Brooke Foss Westcott. Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth 
Ave., New York, 3rd edition, 1916. (Out of print.) 

The Revised Standard Version 

An Introduction to the Revised Standard Version of the 
New Testament. By Standard Bible Committee. Office 
of Publication and Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, 120 East 23 St., New York, 1946. 

An Introduction to the Revised Standard Version of the 
Old Testament. By Standard Bible Committee. Office 
of Publication and Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, 120 East 23 St., New York, 1952. 


“The New Translation’s First Year.” By Henry J. Cad- 
bury. In The Christian Century, February 5, 1947. 
“Translation Principles of the Revised Standard Version.” 
By Henry J. Cadbury. In The Christian Century, De- 

cember 2, 1953. 

Translating the Bible for Today. By Clarence T. Craig. 
Office of Publication and Distribution, National Coun- 
cil of Churches, 120 East 23 St., New York, 1946. 

“Preaching Values in the Revised Standard Version.” By 
Frederick C. Grant. In Religion and Life, Nashville, 
Tenn., Winter, 1950-51. 75 cents. 

“The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament. 
A First Impression.” By Raymond Morris. In Religion 
and Life, Nashville, Tenn., Spring, 1946. 75 cents. 

“An Estimate of the Revised Standard Version.” By 
Gordon C. Oxtoby. In Theology Today, Prince and 
Lemon Sts., Lancaster, Pa., April, 1953. 

“The Revised Standard Version—A Symposium.” In 
Religious Education, July-August, 1952. Religious Edu- 
cation Association, 545 West 111 St., New York. 50 
cents. 

Understanding the Scriptures. By Montgomery J. Shroy- 
er. Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York, 1948. 50 cents. 

New Light from Old Lamps. By Roy L. Smith. Abing- 
don Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn., 1953. $1.75. 

Bible Words That Have Changed in Meaning. By Luther 
A. Weigle. Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York, 1955. 
35 cents. 


The Living Word. By Luther A. Weigle. Thomas Nelson 
& Sons, New York, 1956. 35 cents. 


“The Making of the Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament.” By Luther A. Weigle. In Religion and 
Life, Nashville, Tenn., Spring, 1946. 75 cents. 
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Pamphlets 


(Issued by the Committee on the Use and Understand- 
ing of the Bible, 257 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y.) 


An Open Letter concerning the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible. A 24-page leaflet prepared by the Com- 
mittee on the Use and Understanding of the Bible, con- 
taining reasons for revision, names of translators, and 
glossary of terms used. 

The Revised Standard Version a Genuine Joy. By Clovis 
G. Chappell. A 12-page leaflet. Dr. Chappell, a widely 
Known Methodist pastor, prepared this pamphlet to ex- 
press the appreciation of all pastors for the beauty, the 
accuracy in translation, and the worship possibilities of 
the Revised Standard Version. 

How do they understand the Bible? By Arthur F. Katt. 
A 12-page leaflet written by a Cleveland pastor of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, showing word dif- 
ferences between the King James Version and the Re- 
vised Standard Version with particular reference to 
their use with church school teachers and leaders. 

Scholarship, Education, and the Bible. By Luther A. 
Weigle. A 16-page brochure containing illustrations of 
how God's Word has been illuminated by better transla- 
tion, 


Other Pamphlets 


(Single copies of the following pamphlets may be ob- 
tained by writing to the Committee on the Use and Under- 
standing of the Bible, Room 1801, 257 Fourth Ave., New 
York 10, N. Y.) 

Shall We Reject the New Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible? By Benjamin P. Brown (American Bap- 
tist). 

What About the Revised Standard Version of the Bible? 
By Henry M. Bullock (Methodist). 

The Revised Standard Version as seen by a Southern Bap- 
tist. By A. L. Goodrich (Southern Baptist). 

Answering Criticism of the Revised Standard Version. 
By J. Philip Hyatt (Disciples of Christ). 

Isaiah 7:14—“Y oung Woman” or “Virgin”? By William 
Sanford LaSor (Reformed Episcopal Church ; Profes- 
sor, Fuller Theological Seminary). 

A Malicious Attack on the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible. By Carl J. E. Nelson (Evangelical Free 
Church of America). 

An Analysis of the Criticisms of the New Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible. By Henry H. Ness (Assem- 
blies of God). 

Do We Have the True Bible? By Armin C. Oldsen (Lu- 
theran Church—Missouri Synod). 

Is This Book “Blasphemous”? By A. Clay Sicher (Meth- 
odist). 


Gospel Harmonies Using the Revised Standard Version 


Gospel Parallels: A Synopsis of the First Three Gospels. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York, 1949, $2.50. Based 
on the standard Huck-Lietzman Synopsis; contains al- 
ternative readings from the Manuscripts and non- 
Canonical Parallels. 

A Harmony of the Gospels for Students, According to 
the Text of the Revised Standard Version. By Ralph 
D. Heim. Muhlenberg Press, 1228 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 1947. $3.50. Dr. Heim is Professor of 
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Christian Education and English Bible at Gettysburg 
Seminary. 

A Harmony of the Gospel Records of the Message and Mis- 
sion of Jesus Christ, a Harmony of the Four Gospels 
in the Revised Standard Version. By Albert Cassel 
Wieand. Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, IIl., 1952. 
$3.00. The President Emeritus of Bethany Biblical 
Seminary dedicates his work to “All Bible Teachers 
and Students, Ministers and Sunday School Teachers, 
Bible Story Writers, Illustrators, and Biblical Drama- 
tists of All Kinds.” 


The Bible in Worship, Education and Evangelism 
My Secret Prayer, an Office of Daily Devotion in the 
Words of the Revised Standard Version. By Carlyle 
1a Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York, 1956. 


The Bible in World Evangelism. By A. M. Chirgwin. 
Friendship Press, 257 Fourth Ave., New York, 1954. 
$1.50 paper, $2.50 cloth. 


International Journal of Religious Education, November, 
1955. 257 Fourth Ave., New York. Entire issue, en- 
titled “The Bible—out of life, into life,” devoted to 
ways in which the Bible may be made effective in the 
home and the church school. 

Series of devotional articles using the Revised Standard 
Version New Testament. By J. Carter Swaim. In /n- 
ternational Journal of Religious Education, 1949-50 
issues. 

“The RSV Bible Nears Completion.” By John C. Trever. 
In International Journal of Rekgious Education, Oc- 
tober, 1951. 

“The RSV in the Pulpit.” By John C. Trever. In Pulpit 
Magazine, November, 1952. 

Series of devotional articles using the RSV Old Testa- 
ment. By John C. Trever, In International Journal of 
Religious Education, 1953 issues for February, March, 
April, October, November, and December. 

“Teaching with the RSV Bible.” By John C. Trever. In 
International Journal of Religious Education, March, 


1953. 
Formation of Bible Study Groups 
A Method of Small Group Bible Study. Prepared under 
the auspices of the Adult Division of the Department 
of Christian Education, Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn., 1955. 10 cents. 


Visual Resources on the Background of the English Bible 


The Bible Through the Centuries. 60-frame filmstrip 
in color (two scripts: one for children, one for adults). 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, Visual Aids, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia, Pa., or Congregational Christian 
Churches, 287 Fourth Ave., New York. $5.00. (For 
sale only.) 


Discovering Hidden Treasures: The Story of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 40-frame filmstrip in color. Broadcasting 
and Film Commission, National Council of Churches, 


220 Fifth Ave., New York. 


Our Bible—How It Came to Us. 16-mm documentary 
film. American Bible Society, Visual Materials Depart- 
ment, 440 Fourth Ave., New York, 1954. &4 minutes, 
$22.50 rental, or in 3 parts: 

The Formation of the Bible, 24 minutes, $8.00. 
The Bible Spreads Across Europe, 26 minutes, $8.00. 
The Making of the English Bible, 35 minutes, $9.00. 
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Story of the Bible in Pictures. Visual Aids Department, 
Methodist Publishing House, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York. (Consult your denominational bookstore. ) 


Part 1—What Lies Back of Our English Bible? 
48 color slides. Rental $2.00. 

Part —The Story of the English Bible. 
45 color slides. Rental $2.00. 


Exhibit materials. Consult the American Bible Society, 
Visual Materials Department, 440 Fourth Ave., New 
York 16, N. Y. 


Modern Man and the Bible 


It has been observed that twentieth century man seems 
determined to do everything he can with respect to the 
Bible—except order his life by it. 

Until the invention of printing, in the middle of the 
15th century, Bibles—like all other books—had to be 
copied by hand. The mistakes of copyists produced inter- 
esting results. Since each copyist made his own set of 
mistakes, it came about that no two manuscripts were 
alike. Each separate copy was, in fact, a separate edition. 
The use of movable type did not entirely get rid of mis- 
takes—we still get printers’ errors—but it did reduce their 
number and brought about uniformity in published edi- 
tions. 

Printing also greatly reduced the work necessary to turn 
out a Bible, but some of our contemporaries have insisted 
on the produltion of hand-made copies. Rev. J. M. Watts, 
of the Pentecostal Tabernacle Church, Calgary, Alberta, 
announced his plans for a handwritten Bible. Each pa- 
rishioner was to contribute a chapter. 

A citizen of Troy, N. Y., received a unique Christmas 
gift, a copy of the King James Version in his mother’s 
handwriting. The mother, a Mrs. Gille, of the Bronx, a 
Seventh Day Adventist, spent 15 years at the project. 
Sixty-five years old when the volume was completed, she 
said that the writing fulfilled a childrood dream and never 
tired her. Instead, she insisted, it gave her a lift. 

If the reading aloud of a passage from the Bible proves 
helpful at public worship, there are those to argue that 
reading much more of it would have even greater benefits. 
At 11 p.m. on Christmas Day, the teen-age young people 
of the Reformed Church, Wyckoff, N. J., began reading 
aloud from the Pulpit Bible and did not stop until they 
had gone from cover to cover. Seventy-five boys and girls 
took part, working in half-hour relays. 

Marathon had given its name to walkethon, dancethon, 
and talkethon. Members of the First Baptist Church of 
Garber, Okla., decided that what was needed in their town 
of 1,100 was a Biblethon. Parish life was at a low ebb. 
Accordingly, one Wednesday evening at 7:00 the pastor 
started to read the first chapter of Genesis. Fifteen min- 
utes later another took up the reading, and so on through 
the night and the following days. Seventy-six persons took 
part in the 15-minute relays. The last chapter of Revelation 
was completed at 3:45 a.m. Sunday. 

What started as a Baptist venture became an interde- 
nominational enterprise. What began in a single parish 
attracted people throughout the community. Businessmen 
left their stores to take a turn. As reported in a magazine 
issued by pious businessmen, “Seven-year-old Mary Ann 
Bingham astonished listeners when she read the Bible as 
though it were a nursery book. She took the stand with- 
out the slightest idea of where she would be reading, and 
as her clear, childish voice rang through the sanctuary, 


tears came into adult eyes, and a celestial quietness settled 
on the entire room.” 

Men high in the nation’s political life profess to be 
guided by the Bible. President Truman, who ordered the 
first atomic bomb to be dropped upon Japan, said: “My 
political philosophy is based on the Sermon on the Mount.” 
Asked what was his favorite verse of Scripture, President 
Eisenhower said, as befits a military man : “When a strong 
man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.” 
This is the King James rendering of Luke 11:21. The 
General seems to have overlooked the fact that this is but 
the initial statement of a proposition which is concluded in 
the following verse: “but when a stronger than he shall 
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all 
his armor wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.” 

Exponents of thrift make use of the Bible. Celebrating 
the centennial of the building-and-loan association move- 
ment, a federally insured institution in Des Moines filled 
its windows with the Bible collection owned by a resident 
of the city. Asked why Bibles had been chosen for this 
display, a bank official said their advertising man did not 
know of anything else to put in, and they thought Bibles 
were always appropriate. 

If these uses of the Bible seem superficial or discour- 
aging, other things can be reported. The sufferings under- 
gone by their race seem to have given the Negro people a 
special means of entering into the spirit of the book God 
made. Since October, 1955, Negroes in Orangeburg, 
South Carolina, have been engaged in a struggle to obtain 
their rights under the Constitution as interpreted by the 
Supreme Court. Whites have retaliated by depriving Ne- 
groes of milk delivery, commercial credit, and bank loans. 
Leader of the Negroes is a Methodist minister, the Rev. 
Matthew McCollum, Asked whether Matthew was a fam- 
ily name or whether it bespoke a Bible-loving parentage, 
he said: “My father was a preacher, and when twin sons 
were born he named them Matthew and Mark.” 

Negro churches in Orangeburg, as in many communi- 
ties, have been beneficiaries of the white man’s paternal- 
ism. An editorial in the local paper stated that, considering 
all that the white people had done to help build Negro 
places of worship, it appeared singularly ungrateful for 
Negro churchmen to rebel against the mores. Mr. McCol- 
lum issued a reply in which he said: “The mayor donated 
the doors to my church. If he wants them returned, I 
will, like Samson of old, carry them on my back and de- 
posit them in his front yard.” Since Moses delivered a 
minority group from racial oppression under a haughty 
Pharaoh, events attendant upon the Exodus have always 
had a special appeal for Negroes. 

Reading the Bible has still its ancient power. Jacob 
de Schazer, one of the pilots who flew with General James 
Doolittle on the first bombing raid from an aircraft car- 
rier to Japan, crashed and was taken prisoner by the Japa- 
nese. Most of his time in prison he spent reading the 
Bible—with the result that he is now a Methodist mis- 
sionary in Japan, seeking through the proclamation of 
Life to atone for the rain of death he once sought to 
impose. 

When Cardinal Segura of Spain became troubled about 
the spread of Protestantism in the diocese of Seville, he 
appointed Luis Padrosa, a Jesuit priest, to lead the fight. 
Preparing himself to wipe out Protestantism, Padrosa 
wound up by publishing two books: Why I Became a 
Protestant and Why I Left Roman Catholicism. It was 
Bible reading which brought about the change. 
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